FLANKING AGAIN-.                                -$2?

Kenesaw and Lost Mountains. Again Sherman pressed
the centre and turning to Johnston's flank on the i/th
captured Lost Mountain and all the hills except Kenesaw.
For three weeks thereafter the Union army vainly sought
to dislodge Johnston from the heights of Kenesaw. It
seemed an impossible task. The whole mountain was a
fortress. There were miles of strong intrenchments. All
the time the rain fell in torrents and the low lands were
flooded. The roads were almost impassable. Sherman's
soldiers at times worked knee deep in mud. But they kept
on working.

The army wa-s not content with besieging Kenesaw, but
kept trying to work its way around that mountain. Dis-
quieted by these events, the enemy sought to check them
on June. 22d, by a sharp attack upon Hooker at Kulp's
farm, which was repulsed with heavy losses. Five days
later, the 27th of June, Sherman ordered an attack to be
made just S.outh of the mountain, by Thomas, and a sup-
porting movement by McPherson northward. They were
both repulsed with heavy losses, and Sherman then de-
cided to waste no more' lives in direct attacks, but to turn
the enemy's position, as he had done several times before.
So on July ist, McPherson marched toward Turner's Ferry,
there to cross the Chattahoochee. The movement was
effective. Johnston immediately abandoned Kenesaw, and
retreated five miles, to Smyrna Camp Ground.

That Fourth of July Sherman was exultant He did
not believe the enemy would make another stand that side
of the Chattahoochee. But Howard thought otherwise, and
soon proved, by sending out a double line of skirmishers,
that he was right. Johnston had intrenched himself
strongly, and threatened to dispute Sherman's further pro-
gress toward Atlanta. Schofield mq.de a strong demonstra-f hills betweenhere on a sliding slope by a faint camp fire*lively,"                 'TO*
